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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL OBSERVANCE DAYS

There are 218 International Days selected by the UN General
Assembly. Significant International days in September and October:

October 5 - International World Teachers’ Day.

October 13 - International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction.

October 20 - International World Statistics Day.

October 31 - International World Cities Day.

November 2 - International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists.

November 15 - International Day for the Prevention of and Fight against All Forms of

Transnational Organized Crime.

November 21 - International World Philosophy Day.

November 30 - Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare.

NEWS

HUMAN RIGHTS

ICC Convicts Janjaweed Leader in Landmark Darfur Case

The International Criminal Court convicted Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman (Ali Kushayb),
a senior Janjaweed commander, of war crimes and crimes against humanity for atrocities
committed in Darfur between 2003 and 2004. The verdict, the ICC’s first in the Darfur situation
and its first for gender-based persecution, affirms accountability for mass killings, rape, and
persecution of non-Arab communities, marking a major step toward justice for Darfur’s victims,
though they currently face further persecution from the Rapid Support Forces.

Child Displacement in Haiti Nearly Doubles Amid Escalating Violence

UNICETF reports that child displacement in Haiti has nearly doubled within one year, reaching
680,000 children, with over 3.3 million children requiring humanitarian assistance and more than
one million facing critical food insecurity. The report warns that the scale of displacement is
unprecedented as the number of displacement sites has soared to 246 nationwide in the first half
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of 2025 alone. The head of the UN office in Haiti, Carlos Ruiz Massieu addressed the continuing
gang violence and humanitarian crisis in the country and noted the upcoming political transition
set to take place next year through the recently agreed Gang Suppression Force (GSF see below).

CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate Finance Lags far below Commitments

The Climate Finance Shadow Report presents analysis of North-South climate finance flows and
assesses progress towards the US$100bn commitment for climate finance. It finds that countries
have been failing their climate finance commitments as the true value of reported climate finance
was just US$28-35bn in 2022 which may even decrease due to planned ODA cuts.

UNEP Reports Call for Tripling Forest Investment to Address Climate and Biodiversity Crises

Two UNEP Reports released in October 2025 warn of grave dangers to forests. The State of
Finance Report finds that annual investment in forests must triple from US$84bn in 2023 to the
required US$300bn by 2030 and reach US$498bn by 2050 to achieve global forest goals. The
report warns that environmentally harmful agricultural subsidies exceed US$400bn annually,
contributing to the loss of 2.2 million hectares of forest yearly. The Risk-Value Report finds that
protecting high risk forests prevents carbon emissions and delivers many co-benefits, including
water and soil regulation, rainfall recycling, pollination, food security, and livelihoods for 25
million poor people, as well as avoiding US$81bn in climate-related damages annually.

UN MANAGEMENT

Secretary-General Condemns Detention of UN Personnel in Yemen

Houthi rebels have detained 10 more UN personnel in Yemen, bringing the total to 54 since
2021, while also seizing UN premises and assets. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
condemned the arbitrary detentions which hinder the UN's ability to operate in Yemen and
deliver critical assistance. He called for immediate and unconditional release of all detained
personnel under international law protections.

HEALTH

World Food Programme Warns of Looming Crisis

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today warned that six of its most critical
humanitarian operations are facing severe pipeline breaks by year end. The report finds that cuts
to WFP food assistance could push 13.7 million current food aid recipients from crisis (IPC3) to
emergency (IPC4) levels of hunger — a one-third increase.

WHO Calls for Final Push to Eradicate Polio Amid Persistent Gaps

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus urged the international community to
finish the job of polio eradication, noting that cases have declined over 99 percent from 350,000
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in 1988 to just 36 reported in 2025. Critical immunization gaps persist as coverage has declined
in the WHO European region leaving over 450,000 unvaccinated infants, while in Afghanistan,
the Taliban's house-to-house immunization ban has left over one million children unvaccinated.
WHO warned these gaps present a health security risk requiring sustained campaigns to prevent
regression.

SECURITY COUNCIL

UN Security Council Establishes Gang Suppression Force for Haiti

The UN Security Council adopted Resolution 2793 (2025) authorizing a 5,550-personnel Gang
Suppression Force (GSF) to replace the underfunded Multinational Security Support mission in
Haiti, with 12 votes in favor and 3 abstentions China, Pakistan, Russia). The 12-month mandate
authorizes counter-gang operations, critical infrastructure protection, and establishes a UN
Support Office in Haiti (UNSOH) for logistical support. The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) welcomed the adoption of Resolution on 1 October.

UN Warns of Political Deadlock in Kosovo Amid Regional Tensions

UN Deputy Special Representative Milbert Dongjoon Shin told the Security Council there is no
alternative to normalization of relations and accountability for past violence now that Kosovo's
12 February elections are over, even though they have not yet led to the formation of a
government. Meanwhile, the US called for UNMIK's drawdown stating there is no security crisis
and the organization’s functions should be passed to other agencies.

UN at 80 Requires Fundamental Reform

Former UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, Kul Chandra Gautam, argues that the UN at 80
faces a crisis of legitimacy and effectiveness, requiring fundamental reforms including,
democratizing the Security Council's veto power, implementing merit-based leadership selection,
reviving the Responsibility to Protect principle, redirecting global military spending toward
development, and reforming UN finances so no single country contributes more than 10 percent
of the budget.

Women's Role in Tanzania's Agricultural Development

FAO Representative in Tanzania, Nyabenyi Tipo, highlights the centrality of women in African
agriculture, noting that women comprise 70 percent of the country's agricultural workforce and
are central to achieving food security. The remarks were made to mark FAO's 80th anniversary
and World Food Day on October 16.
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Combating Climate Disinformation Through Digital Advertising Reform

Ahead of COP30 in Brazil, during New York Climate Week, the SDG Media Zone hosted a
panel discussion on “Strengthening Information Integrity for Climate Action” as part of the 80th
Session of UNGA. The conversation, moderated by Mark Gongloff of Bloomberg, brought
together Charlotte Scaddan, UN Senior Adviser on Information Integrity, Jodo Brant, Secretary
for Digital Policy, Government of Brazil, and Kate Cell, CAAD Policy Lead & Senior Campaign
Manager at the Union of Concerned Scientists. Scaddan addresses how climate disinformation
agents are trying to undermine climate action.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CONFERENCES

* November 5: Louis J. Gambaccini Civic Engagement Series: The Morning After
Theme: Voting, Election, Civic Engagement
Host: Eagleton Institute of Politics
Location: Zoom
Attendance:
= In-person/Virtual registration and more information in this link

* November 20: Panel Focused on Apartheid
Theme: Gender-based Violence, Inequality, Systemic Oppression
Host: Rutgers University
Location: Zoom
Attendance:
= Zoom registration is here vgjulie@womenstudies.rutgers.edu

* November 20-23: Rutgers Model UN
Theme: International Relations, Conference, Debate
Host: Rutgers University
Location: Hyatt Regency Hotel, New Brunswick
Attendance:
= In-person registration and more information in this link

* November 12: Rutgers Climate Symposium
Theme: Climate change, Climate Crisis, Environment
Host: Rutgers University
Location: Douglass Student Center, 100 George St New Brunswick, NJ, 08901
Attendance:
= In-person registration and more information in this link
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