
Advanced Topics: Doing Empirical Political Science
Course ID: (790:611)
Term: Spring 2014

Course webpage: https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/site/TBD

Instructor: Professor Jorge Bravo, Hickman Hall, Room 416, email: jbrav@rci.rutgers.edu
Class time/location: Tues 12pm-2:40pm, Hickman Hall, 4th �oor computer lab

O¢ ce hours: TBD

This course is aimed at graduate students who are familiar and comfortable with basic quantitative/statistical
methods (i.e. regression analysis) and have an interest in empirical political science (broadly speaking). The
course is open to students from any substantive �eld (American Politics, Comparative Politics, IR, Women
and Politics, etc). There is no speci�c regional focus associated with this course; some of our readings will
mobilize cross-national data to gain traction upon important substantive questions in the discipline, whereas
others will rely upon more micro-level data-sets that exploit within-country variation (at times individual- or
household-level, other times sub-national) from various parts of the world (from Mexico to India to Indonesia
to the US to...)

There are several features of this course worth highlighting. First, this is a "multiple topics" course.
This means that each week we will go over a selective sampling of some relatively recent research dealing
with one particular substantive question or issue, and/or with an approach towards a question or family of
questions.1 One key goal of the course is to read important "cutting edge" research and, furthermore, to
become familiar and comfortable with some of the major theoretical approaches and empirical methods in
the �eld - while, at the same time, relating this literature to important substantive issues and puzzles that
are salient throughout the world.

Second, this course will operate as a workshop, and will be tailored speci�cally to your research interests.
An important goal of the course is to assist you in developing a strong research paper, dissertation chapter,
etc using quantitative methods. The course is thus ideal for anyone looking for a dissertation topic, or
already working on his/her dissertation. I will therefore leave the topics of several weekly sessions open, so
that, if students are interested, these weeks re�ect as closely as possible the topic you are working on (i.e.
a topic very closely related to your dissertation or dissertation prospectus). In other words, these weeks of
the course can be determined by you (students), if so desired.2 For each of these sessions, you will have to
approach me by Week 3, give me a short memo containing a proposed title/subject for "your" week, and
suggest the (in your opinion) "best" four or �ve papers that touch upon your topic/question/puzzle. I will
then assemble in consultation with you a reading list of no more than 3/4 papers, of which one could - but
need not - include a dissertation chapter or paper of yours (this way, you would get careful and constructive
feedback from all of us). Alternatively, if you would prefer to have me choose the topics/readings for these
weeks, I�d be happy to do so.

Third, although this is not really a methods class, in this seminar we will pay special attention to some
common methodological challenges that empirically-minded scholars face whenever they engage upon both
not just statistical inference, but causal inference.3 In doing so, we will discuss in detail both the formal
assumptions embodied in the research we are going over, and also what those assumptions imply about the
substantive problems at hand, i.e. how social and political processes are supposed to work if we are to be

1For a sampling of the tentative topics/issues/questions that will be covered, please see below (Weekly readings).
2 In addition, I would be happy to remove some of the currently listed topics to add some topics suggested by students, so as

to better re�ect student interests. For example, you will see there are more topics that touch upon (domestic) political economy
and CP than, say, IPE or IR. This is simply a consequence of this course having an exclusively CP student body in a previous
iteration. In addition, I would be delighted if some AP students joined the course too (in which case the syllabus would surely
re�ect more US politics material).

3 I urge everyone to take Professor Cesar Zucco�s wonderful graduate level seminar on "Causal Inference", either before,
simultaneously, or after, this course. .



in a position to make a causal claim. In particular, we will begin our course with an introduction to some
of the issues surrounding causal inference in the social sciences.You will quickly realize that evaluating the
causal e¤ects of institutions, policies, or events on political-economic outcomes of interest (a very common
enterprise in our discipline) is not exactly straightforward.

The course has the following requirements:

� First, you will have to write six very short response papers (35%), for six of the substantive topics to
be covered. These short papers (2-3 single spaced pages, 12 font, regular margins, etc) will at least: i)
summarize the thrust of the readings, linking them together as a whole whenever possible or drawing
connections across articles, and above all ii) o¤er a critique of the readings and suggest ways in which
they can be improved and/or extended.

� Second, you will have to do one empirical exercise (35%) of your choice (i.e. could be a replication, or
part of your dissertation, or part of a research paper you are writing/revising).

� Third, class participation (30%). Students are required to attend all class meetings and, furthermore,
to come to seminar prepared and willing to actively engage in discussion. For us to have a genuine
seminar and workshop, we need everyone to volunteer his/her comments, questions, views, suggestions,
reasoned critiques, etc. You should make sure you bring to class print-outs for the papers we read (which
should be chockful with comments of yours), as well as a hard copy of your short response papers.

Course schedule and readings

Week 1: Introductions, overview, logistics, background and preliminaries

� Freedman, David (1991). "Statistical Models and Shoe Leather". Sociological Methodology 2: 291-313.

� Berk, Richard and David Freedman (2001). "Statistical Assumptions as Empirical Commitments".
Access in sakai.

� Berk, Richard (2010). "What You Can and Can�t Properly Do With Regression". Access in sakai.

Week 2: Evaluating the e¤ects of institutions, policies, or events on outcomes of interest - or the logic of
causal inference. Part I.

� Freedman, D. (1999). "From Association to Causation: Some Remarks on the History of Statistics".
Download at http://www.stat.berkeley.edu/~census/521.pdf

� Sekhon, Jas and D. Hidalgo (XXX). Causality. Download at http://sekhon.berkeley.edu/papers/causality.pdf

� Sekhon, Jas (2009). Opiates for the Matches: Matching Methods for Causal Inference. Download at
http://sekhon.berkeley.edu/papers/opiates.pdf

Important notes: 1) If you haven�t chosen "your" substantive topic, to be discussed during one of the
"empty" weeks below, do so ASAP! Let me know your topic, and the 5 most important/best articles/papers
on the topic. 2) If you haven�t already chosen your replication data/exercise, do so ASAP. You need to clear
this with me by Week 3!

Week 3: Evaluating the e¤ects of institutions, policies, or events on outcomes of interest - or the logic of
causal inference. Part II.
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� Morgan, Stephen and Christopher Winship (1999). "The Estimation of Causal E¤ects from Observa-
tional Data". Annual Review of Sociology 25: 659-707.

� Gangl, Markus (2010). "Causal Inference in Sociological Research". Annual Review of Sociology 36:
21-47.

� Du�o, Esther, Rachel Grennester and Michael Kremer (2007). "Using Randomization in Development
Economics Research: A Toolkit". Read ONLY though page 19 (although those interested in �eld ex-
periments may with to read the rest of the document). Download at http://econ-www.mit.edu/�les/806

Short assignment for Week 3 : Pick one paper in comparative politics (or in your main substantive
sub-�eld) that i) you have already read, ii) you know well, iii) contains at least some data and data
modeling, and iv) you (and others!) deem important for whatever reason(s). Write a 2-3 page report
about this paper in the light of the readings we have done last week and this week. Is your assessment
of the paper the same as it was prior to our course�s readings? Yes? No? Why?

Week 4: Political institutions, economic growth and development

� K. Sokolo¤ and S. Engerman (2000). "History Lessons: Institutions, Factor Endowments, and Paths of
Development in the New World," Journal of Economic Perspectives, 14. You can download the paper
yourself (make sure it is the published version!)

� Abhijit Banerjee and Lakshmi Iyer (2005). "History, Institutions and Economic Performance: The
Legacy of Colonial Land Tenure Systems in India".The American Economic Review, 95.You can down-
load the paper yourself (make sure it is the published version!)

� Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson and James Robinson (2002). "Reversal of Fortune: Geography and
Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution". Quarterly Journal of Eco-
nomics, 117. You can download the paper yourself (make sure it is the published version!)

� David Albouy (2008), "The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Investigation of the Set-
tler Mortality Data". Download at http://www-personal.umich.edu/~albouy/AJRreinvestigation/AJRrev.pdf

Week 5: Geography and institutions

� John Gallup, John Luke, Je¤rey Sachs and Andrew Mellinger (1998) "Geography and Economic De-
velopment". Get at: http://www.nber.org/papers/w6849

� Dani Rokrik, Arvind Subramanian and Francesco Trebbi, �Institutions Rule: The Primacy of Insti-
tutions over Geography and Integration in Economic Development,�NBER Working Paper No. 9305
(2002). Download at: http://papers.nber.org/papers/w9305.pdf

� Je¤rey D. Sachs, �Institutions Don�t Rule: Direct E¤ects of Geography on Per Capita Income,�NBER
Working Paper No. 9490 (2003). Get at: http://papers.nber.org/papers/w9490.pdf

� Benjamin Olken, "Temperature Shocks and Economic Growth: Evidence from the Last Half Century".
Download at: http://econ-www.mit.edu/�les/3552

Important note: If needed, revisit last week�s readings (Week 4); they will �gure prominently in this
session. Also, when writing your paper for Week 5, make sure you address some of the issues raised by the
readings in Weeks 1-3.

Week 6: Religion and social insurance (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT STUDENTS�INTER-
ESTS)
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� Jonathan Rodden and Ana de la O (2008). "Does Religion Distract the Poor". Comparative Political
Studies. You can download the paper yourself

� John Huber and Piero Stanig (2006). "Voting Polarization on Redistribution Across Democracies".
Access: Go to sakai.

� Kenneth Scheve and David Stasavage (2006). "Religion and Preferences for Social Insurance". Quar-
terly Journal of Political Science. You can download the published paper yourself.

Week 7: Corruption (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT STUDENTS�INTERESTS)

� Rafel Di Tella and Ernesto Schargrodsky (2003). "The Role of Wages and Auditing during a Crackdown
of Corruption in the City of Buenos Aires". The Journal of Law and Economics, v 46(1). Download
the paper from: http://www.people.hbs.edu/rditella/papers/JLECorrHospital.pdf

� Claudio Ferraz and Frederico Finan (2009), "Electoral Accountability and Corruption: Evidence from
the Audits of Local Governments". Download the paper from: http://www.econ.berkeley.edu/~¢ nan/Finan_Termlimits.pdf

� Benjamin Olken (2009), "Monitoring Corruption: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Indonesia".
Download at http://econ-www.mit.edu/�les/2913

Week 8: Clientelism (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT STUDENTS�INTERESTS)

� Gary Cox, "Swing voters, core voters and distributive politics". Access: Go to sakai.

� Susan C. Stokes, �Perverse Accountability: A Formal Model of Machine Politics with Evidence from Ar-
gentina,�APSR 99 (Aug. 2005): 315-25. Download at http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?aid=332864

� Simeon Nichter, �Vote Buying or Turnout Buying? Machine Politics and the Secret Ballot,�APSR 102
(Feb. 2008): 19-31. Download at: http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?aid=1720760

Week 9: No class, Spring Break

Week 10: Conditional-cash transfer programs in Latin America (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT
STUDENTS�INTERESTS)

� Laura Rawlings and Gloria Rubio (2005). "Evaluating the Impact of Conditional Cash Transfer
Programs Lessons from Latin America". The World Bank Research Observer, vol. 20. Get at:
http://wbro.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/20/1/29

� Ana de la O (2008), "Do Poverty Relief Funds A¤ect Electoral Behavior? Evidence from a Randomized
Experiment in Mexico". Working paper. Access: Go to sakai.

� Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Federico Estevez and Beatriz Magaloni (2008). "The Electoral Payo¤s of Anti-
Poverty Programs". Access: Go to sakai.

Week 11: The political economy of taxation (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT STUDENTS�
INTERESTS)
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� Kimuli Kasara (2007). "Tax me if you can: Ethnic geography, democracy, and the taxation of agricul-
ture in Africa". APSR, 101. You can download the paper yourself.

� Jose Cheibub (1998). "Political Regimes and the Extractive Capacity of Governments". World Politics,
vol 50. You can download the paper yourself.

� Benjamin Olken. "Informal Taxation". Download at http://econ-www.mit.edu/�les/3684

Week 12: International Con�ict (COULD BE CHANGED TO REFLECT STUDENTS�INTERESTS)

� Schultz, Gleditsch and Salehyan (2008) �Fighting at Home, Fighting Abroad: How Civil Wars Lead to
International Disputes�, Journal of Con�ict Resolution 52:479-506.

� Jones, Benjamin F, and Benjamin Olken (2008). "Hit or Miss?: The E¤ect of Assassinations on
Institutions and War," NBER Working Paper No. W13102.

� Goemans (2000), �Fighting for Survival: The Fate of Leaders and the Duration of War." Journal of
Con�ict Resolution, 44: 555-579.

� Goemans and Chiozza, �International Con�ict and the Tenure of Leaders, Is War Still Ex Post Ine¢ -
cient?" American Journal of Political Science. 48: 604-619.

Week 13: No class, MPSA meeting

Week 14: Student presentations
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