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Instructor:     Ava Majlesi, J.D. 
Email:      avamaj@rutgers.edu 
Office Hours:      Appointment (by phone or Zoom) 
Sessions: There will be no in-person sessions for this course as it is designed as an 

independent study.  
 
TEXTBOOKS   
 
There is no required reading for this course, though you may find the following books helpful as 
you write your research paper: 

1. Turabian, Kate L. 2010. Student's Guide to Writing College Papers, 4th ed.   AND/OR 

2. Baglione, Lisa. 2016. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, 
Structure, and Methods, 3rd. ed. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Welcome to Research in Critical Intelligence Studies.  Your faculty 
mentor is listed in the course Canvas site, unless you have found your own faculty mentor. If you 
have secured your own mentor, please e-mail me so we can discuss. You should touch base with 
your mentor on a periodic basis throughout the semester. Please be proactive and do not wait for 
your mentor to reach out to you. 
 
There are due dates for periodic milestones that will keep you on track as you write your 20-25 
page research paper. You will find these milestones under the Assignments tab.  By the end 
of the semester, you will have written a 20-25 page research paper on a topic related to 
intelligence/national security.  

Please remember that this truly is an independent study. I will not send out reminders when 
assignments are due--you will need to stay on top of assignment deadlines and check the site 
regularly for announcements/updates. It is up to you to submit the required assignments on time.  
In previous semesters, students who have not submitted the required work have failed this course.  
You don't want to be in that group. That said, I understand that life happens and these are 
difficult times. If you find yourself in a jam and unable to submit an assignment by the due date, 
you need to communicate the issue to me via e-mail. I am extremely reasonable and will work 
with you.  I want you to succeed in this course and beyond! 

I will post student questions (and respective answers) under the Q/A module for the course.  Be 
sure to check that section of the Canvas site before submitting a question.  

 
 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
Research in Critical Intelligence Studies 

(01:790:484:01) 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  
 
One of the most important skills an intelligence analyst can possess is the ability to properly 
conduct research and present that research through clear and concise writing.  Through this guided 
independent study, students will select a topic and write a research paper that synthesizes 
knowledge of an intelligence/national security issue. 
 
The course is designed to: 
 
• Increase student capacity to identify problems and their situational contexts, collect relevant 

evidence, analyze it, draw logical conclusions from the evidence, and make recommendations 
for improvement that are consistent with findings;  

• Apply knowledge and enhance skills learned in core and specialization courses related to the 
minor in Critical Intelligence Studies (research, analysis, decision making, writing); 

• Build capacity and confidence to carry out systematic inquiry by  
o identifying a problem or issue 
o accomplishing project goals 
o making convincing arguments 
o using multiple, credible sources and forms of data and evidence 
o analyzing and making judgments under uncertainty and deadline conditions 

• Provide practice in developing a comprehensive research paper on a specific 
intelligence/national security issue/problem. 

 
GRADING POLICY:  
The grade of “A” is reserved for outstanding work, which includes excellent content in terms of 
writing and analysis, timely submission of assignments, and a quality final product. 
 
Assignments: 

   
1. Topic Selection       5 Points 
2. Research Prospectus      10 Points 
3. Annotated Bibliography     10 Points 
4. Outline        10 Points 
5. First Draft       15 Points 
6. Second Draft       20 Points 
7. Final Submission      30 Points 

 
The grading scale is as follows: 
A  90.0-100.0 
B+ 85.1-89.9 
B 80.0-85.0 
C+ 75.1-79.9 
C 70.0-75.0 
D 60.0-69.9 
F below 60.0 
 

ASSIGNMENT FORMATTING:  1-inch margins, Times New Roman, 12-inch font, double spaced.  
Block quotes should be used for quotes of 50 words or more, and must be indented on both sides. 
For citations, please use the endnotes function in MS Word. 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND DEADLINES 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4: 
DUE @ 5PM: TOPIC SELECTION (5 PTS) 

 
The ability to develop a good research topic is an important skill. When selecting a topic, there 
are a few things you should do:  

1. Brainstorm for ideas  

• Choose a topic that interests you. The following questions will help generate topic ideas. 
o Do you have a strong opinion on a current national security/intelligence issue or 

controversy?  
o Did you read or see a news story that has piqued your interest?  
o Is there a specific aspect of national security/intelligence that you are interested in 

learning more about? 
o Make sure you choose a topic that is capable of analysis – you're not just 

regurgitating information. You will be conducting an analysis that will serve to 
advance the knowledge of the field. Example: examining the efficacy of a policy. 
   

2. Choose a topic that will enable you to read and understand the literature  

● Read a general article on the top two or three topics you are considering. Reading a 
broad summary will provide you with an overview of the topic and see how it relates to 
other issues. It also provides a great source for finding words commonly used to describe 
the topic. These keywords will be useful for later research.  

○ Use periodical indexes to scan magazine, journal, or newspaper articles on your 
topic. Web search engines, such as Google, can also be used.   

 3. Ensure that the topic is manageable, and that material is available  

● Keep your topic manageable – a topic will be very difficult to research if it is too broad 
or too narrow.   

● Common ways to limit a topic:  
○ By geographic area 
○ By culture  
○ By time frame  
○ By discipline  
○ By population group  

● A topic may be too difficult to research if it is too:  
○ Locally confined – topics this specific may only be covered by local newspapers or 

articles, if at all. 
○ Recent – if a topic is quite recent, books and scholarly articles may not be 

available. Remember that scholarly works must be included in your final paper. 
○ Popular – you may choose to rely on very popular articles about some topics 

instead of the most credible sources.  

 4. Make a list of key words  

● Keep track of the words that are used to best describe your topic.  
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● Look for keywords in general background articles.  
● Find broader and narrower terms as well as key concepts for key words to widen your 

search capabilities.  
● Make note of these words and use them when search catalogs and databases.  

 5. Be flexible  

● It is common to modify your topic during the research process. After further research, you 
may find that you need to narrow or broaden your focus. You may not want to change 
your topic, but you may decide that some other aspect of the topic is more interesting and 
manageable.   

● Keep in mind the assigned length and additional requirements of your prospectus, 
annotated bibliography, and final research paper. Be mindful of the depth of coverage 
that is required – these are important factors that will help you decide how much and 
when you will modify your research.    

 6. Define your topic’s research problem and research question  

● You will often begin with a single word topic, develop a more focused interest on an 
aspect related to that word, and then begin to form questions about that topic.  

● Example 1:   
○ Idea: Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI)  
○ Research question: How has ONDI influenced modern intelligence collection and 

communication?  
○ Focused research question: How effective have ODNI organizational methods been 

in enhancing intelligence collection and interagency communication throughout the 
U.S. Intelligence Community?  

● Example 2:  
○ Idea: Russian, Chinese, and U.S. cyberwarfare capabilities  
○ Research question: How equipped is the U.S. to defend critical infrastructure 

against cyber-attacks from Russia and China?  
○ Focused research question: What technology, assessments, and resources has the 

U.S. employed to prevent cyberwarfare threats from Russian and Chinese actors? 
How effective have these preventative measures been?  

 7. Research and read more about your topic  

● Use the key words you have gathered to conduct research in catalogs, article databases, 
and search engines. You will need to do some research before you select your final topic. 
Can you find enough information to answer your research question?  It is a good idea to use 
the resources available in the Rutgers University Library system—including consultation with a 
Rutgers librarian, who can assist you in identifying credible sources for your research. 

 8. Formulate a thesis statement  

● Write your topic as a thesis statement. This may be the answer to your research question 
and/or a way to clearly state the purpose of your research. Your thesis statement will 
probably be one or two sentences – it should state precisely what will be answered, 
proven, or what you will inform your audience about with respect to your topic.  
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● Example: ODNI’s organizational methods, including their mission integration, national 
security partnerships, and strategy engagement, fostered coordination and integration 
with respect to intelligence collection and inter-agency effectiveness.   

A good assignment will:  

● Clearly and concisely state the topic of interest  
● Define your topic’s research area and key research question  
● Include a formal thesis statement   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14: 
DUE @ 5PM: RESEARCH PROSPECTUS (10 PTS) 

 
A research prospectus is a preliminary plan for your research paper. This is not a detailed, 
technical research proposal – it is a considered analysis of the issues you are likely to encounter in 
your paper. In completing your research prospectus, you should include the following:  

1. Description of the project: Write a paragraph to describe your research topic. The topic is the 
general area you want to write about.   

Examples of topics: “ISIS in America,” “The ramifications of the Cold War,” or “Ebola in the U.S.” 
Topics tend to be broad.   

 2. Research problem: Your research problem will address a subfield within your topic. Make sure 
that your research problem is actually a problem. A problem is a situation or occurrence that 
produces consequences for a subset of a population (e.g., institutions, groups, or individuals).  

 For example, a possible research problem for “Ebola in America” could be: “In 2014, 
misinformation and media coverage on Ebola in the U.S. created negative public reactions from U.S. 
institutions against African countries affected by the Ebola outbreak.”  

When writing your research problem consider the following: What makes this a problem? For 
whom? Who says this is a problem?  

3. Research question: Topics are not questions. Your research question will attempt to provide a 
solution to the research problem.   

For example, a research question for the problem stated above may be: “How did the myths and 
misinformation promulgated during the 2014 Ebola virus cases in the U.S. negatively impact African 
countries affected by the Ebola outbreak?”  

When developing a research question, analyze it. Is your research question too vague? Is it too 
narrow? Will you be able to produce 25 pages of research to answer this question? Can this 
question be answered with a yes or no (If this can be done, it is not an adequate research 
question and must be reworded)? Be sure that your research question will produce a complex 
answer.  

 4. Assumptions: What assumptions are you basing your work on? Which of these assumptions 
seem to be verifiable/proven? Which are more speculative?  
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 An example of an assumption is: misinformation occurred during the 2014 Ebola virus cases in the 
U.S. This assumption is considered verifiable due to the numerous cases of misinformation described in 
scholarly works and news articles.  

5. Issues: What theoretical issues arise in your proposal? To address this component, consider how 
you would explain your research problem and suspected outcomes to someone well versed in the 
subject? Are there other theoretical orientations that should be considered in your study?    

6. Literature Review: Generally, what does the literature say about your topic? This portion does 
not need to be a complete literature review, but it is important to cite some of the major theory, 
research, and writers in the field. Be mindful in citing sources – they should be academically 
inclined.   

7. Sub-Questions: Based on your research problem, what are the research questions you are 
trying to answer? Why and how will answering these questions contribute to solving your 
problem? Keep in mind that in order to answer a research question, you must employ data or 
information – you cannot use your opinion and non-empirical information.  

8. Research Plan: Generally, how would you propose to conduct your research so that it answers 
your research questions? What kind of data will you gather (news articles, case studies, surveys, 
or some combination)? How will you gather this information? How will you make sense of the data 
you have compiled? How will you confirm that your data is credible and of high quality?  

9. Difficulties and Pitfalls: What difficulties and pitfalls do you anticipate while writing your 
research paper? What will you do to prevent or minimize their effects?  

10. Benefits: There is no point in writing a paper that lacks benefits. Who will benefit from this 
research paper? How will they benefit? Why?   

After you write your prospectus: Your final paper may deviate from your prospectus – that’s ok! 
As you research your topic, you may decide to form a different argument or even as a different 
research question. Hopefully, by writing the prospectus and conducting and initial evaluation of 
the research, you’ll have a foundation to work from if you decide to change course.   

Keep your audience in mind: Your audience will be academic, but you must decide what discipline 
you are targeting. Identifying your audience allows you to tailor your writing. Are you writing for 
an audience of public health scholars? Social scientists? Mathematicians? After you identify your 
audience:  

● Use the appropriate language/jargon of that discipline.  
● Keep in mind what information your audience already knows so that you don’t state the 

obvious  
● Be aware of the current conversations scholars in the discipline are having about your 

topic.   

A good prospectus will:  

● Clearly state the topic, research problem, research question, assumption, issues, difficulties, 
and benefits for your final research paper.  

● Incorporate relevant information from scholarly sources.   
● Outline a potential research plan for how you will build your argument. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28: 
DUE @ 5PM: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (10 PTS) 

 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is 
followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph. The purpose of the annotation is to 
inform your reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the source. Your annotated 
bibliography must contain at least five sources, two of which must be scholarly sources. These are 
sources that relate to your final research paper and can be sources that you included in your 
prospectus.   

Elements of an annotated bibliography:  

● A statement of scope that serves as an introductory statement to explain the topic you are 
covering and the context of your inquiry.  

● Each source has its own annotation.  
● Each annotation comprises of an explanation of the work’s main point and purpose of the 

work.  
● Each annotation contains a critique of the argument as well as the authority of the author – 

who is the author and what are their qualifications? Are they a leader in the field? Is this a 
commonly cited source or is it obscure? What is the perspective from which the work was 
written (Is the author attempting to reach a particular audience? Does the author appear 
to be biased?)  

● Each annotation includes a sort of synthesis by commenting on the effectiveness and 
usefulness of the work in terms of your own research paper. You may also want to make 
relevant connections between this source and other works on your list (compare/contrast). 
Is this work an extension of an argument made by another work you are using? Is it a 
counterargument to another source? Does it serve as background information to help you 
make your argument?   

A good annotated bibliography:  

● Contains a specific and focused statement of scope  
● Proves that you read and understand the sources included  
● Provides a way for readers to decide whether a source will be helpful to their research  
● Encourages you to think critically about the content of the works you are employing, their 

place within a field of study, and their relation to your own research  

Form:  

Your annotated bibliography should be in paragraph form (one or two paragraphs per source, 
approximately 100-200 words per source). Your academic audience is interested in the same 
topic as you and may want to know more about your sources. The best way to do this is provide a 
concise and clear summary and evaluation for them.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 12: 
DUE @ 5PM: OUTLINE (10 PTS) 

An outline provides a means of organizing your information in a logical order. For a research 
paper, a formal outline can help you keep track of large amounts of information. The more 
detailed your outline, the easier it will be to complete your first draft.   

To create an outline:  

● Place your thesis statement at the beginning  
● List the major points that support your thesis  
● List supporting ideas or arguments under each relevant major point  
● List the evidence or studies you plan to incorporate under your supporting ideas  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2: 
DUE @ 5PM: FIRST DRAFT (15 PTS) 

 
The first draft of your research paper should be 15-20 pages. Your works cited will not count 
towards the page limit. Include at least 10 sources in your first draft. The purpose of a first draft 
is to:  

● Establish the credibility of the research topic, problem, and question   
● Effectively use primary and secondary sources to support your claims  
● Organize your ideas  

Format: 1-inch margins, Times New Roman, 12-inch font, double spaced.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23: 
DUE @ 5PM: SECOND DRAFT (20 PTS) 

After receiving feedback on your first draft, you will submit your second draft – it should reflect 
the feedback and advice suggested by your instructor/mentor.   

 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7: 
DUE @ 5PM: FINAL SUBMISSION (30 PTS) 

Your final draft should be 20 - 25 pages, not including your works cited.   

Format: 1-inch margins. Times New Roman, 12-inch font. Double spaced. 15-20 sources, including 
books, scholarly articles, web sites, and other items.   
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