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I joined the Department of Political Science at Livingston College after having 
studied, conducted research, and taught abroad (in the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, & Israel) for a dozen years. My return to the U.S. and introduction to 
Livingston was the first time I ever experienced culture shock! For example, in the 
first faculty chamber meeting a radical sociologist pointed his finger at me and 
shouted accusations against, “Gerry Pomper and those reactionary political 
scientists!” It was the first, and only, time I was accused of this particular offense.  
 
I was warned not to fail a specific student who was the daughter of a major Mafia 
Don. Fortunately, she never attended my classes.  I inquired about the strange, 
pungent smell in the men’s room. My colleagues were amused that I was 
unaccustomed to smelling pot at my previous campus. These were just a few of 
my “strange”  introductory experiences at Livingston College. 
 
Most of my undergraduates at Tel Aviv University, where I taught for eight years, 
had completed their compulsory military service; women for at least two, and 
men for at least three years. Officers and members of special units (a significant 
percent of my students) served for even longer periods. They served a minimum 
of a month on annual active reserve duty—not counting activation during wars 
and other other emergencies. (I lived in Israel during the 1967 and 1973 wars.) 
Consequently, my students were generally mature and very serious about their 
studies. Many were married and worked while studying. 
 
My young Livingston College students were unusual even for American 
undergrads. I was informed that Livingston was intended to be the “MIT of the 
social sciences.” Initially, faculty and students were recruited with this in mind. In 
reaction to racial unrest, affirmative action was added to the college mission. This 
presented unique pedagogical challenges. It was common to have uniquely gifted 
students in the same class with those who were woefully unprepared for college. I 
was challenged to learn new approaches to teaching and spent much time 
tutoring during office hours. I vividly remember the pride of one student, who had 
failed the midterm, when he received a C final grade after having worked very 
hard in office hour tutorials. Two students in my first Livingston seminar, Michael 



Rossano and Larry Katzenstein, went on to earn a Ph.D. and became political 
scientists. 
 
I particularly enjoyed attending graduation at Livingston. First of all, the great 
Livingston Jazz Professors, played very cool jazz for the processional. Secondly, 
since many of our students were the first in their families to attend, much less 
graduate from university, their extended families enthusiastically cheered the 
graduates. It was a special celebratory atmosphere. 
 
Most faculty kept their office doors open and students were even welcome to 
drop by the faculty lounge. I think it is fair to say that among all the college 
departments of political science, the Livingston College faculty displayed the 
strongest dedication to teaching. I served as the last chair (called locally 
responsible person) of the Livingston department during the transition period 
(1979-1982).  
 
Of all of my colleagues, Carey McWilliams (of blessed memory) was in a class of 
his own as a Master Teacher. His students were ardently devoted to him. He was 
their guru. Among his many pedagogical innovations, Carey selected his most 
outstanding students in his 105 to take a special seminar the following year and 
act as undergraduate teaching assistants. Several of them ended up in academic 
careers. I was frustrated by my inability to nominate Carey for a university 
teaching award because he refused to employ teaching evaluations in his classes. 
He also made it difficult to nominate him for merit awards since he refused to fill 
in the annual reports. Generations of students and colleagues (two of his students 
became his colleagues), were blessed to benefit from his teaching magic. 
 
The consolidation of political science departments within FAS was especially 
beneficial for graduate education. As Vice Chair for Graduate Studies (1984-1987), 
I put my efforts into strengthening the program and recruiting top students. 
When I became departmental Chair (1988-1991), I asked my former Livingston 
colleagues, Carey McWilliams and Dennis Bathory, to serve as Vice-Chairs of 
Undergraduate and Graduate studies, respectively. We were a very harmonious 
team and among our noteworthy achievements, along with the rest of our 
colleagues, was a rave external review of the department that dramatically raised 
our standing in the university. This, in turn, enabled the successful recruitment of 
top faculty including Jack Levy and Jan Kubik. Just as importantly, it resulted in the 



successful promotion of all colleagues the department recommend. This did 
wonders for the morale of the department. 
 
Among other departmental achievements, as chair I strongly supported the 
creation of a Women in Politics major field of Ph.D. concentration. To the best of 
my knowledge we were the first department to do so. This enabled us to recruit 
top faculty and graduate students to the new major. They in turn strengthened 
other major fields, especially the outstanding concentration in political theory.  
 
When I asked the Dean of FAS if I could teach half-time for half of my pay (as 
several friends at other universities did), I was told state legislation prevented 
this. She said that I would either have to continue teaching full-time or retire. I 
later learned that a colleague in anthropology got around this by switching to 51% 
of his line. Since I was unaware of this “option”, upon completing thirty years of 
service, I retired from Rutgers in August 2007. I was touched by the lovely 
sendoffs given to me by my political science and my Jewish studies colleagues. 
 
I was offered and accepted a part-time appointment as a Visiting Professor of 
Political Science at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. During the five years I 
was affiliated with Michigan, two Rutgers Ph.D.s —Bill Cark and Lisa Dish—were 
tenured colleagues in the department. An additional two recent Rutgers Ph.D.s 
were Lecturers in the department at the time. I always enjoy encounters with 
former students over the years who are successful in several professions.  
 
 


