US CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
790:401 Spring 2015
Cook/Douglass Lecture Hall Room 110

T-Th, 7:15-8:35 p.m.

Instructor Yvonne Wollenberg

wollen@rci.rutgers.edu
Office hours by appointment
Course Description
This is an introduction to American constitutional law and decision-making by the US Supreme Court.  We will examine in depth the development of constitutional principles in terms of separation of powers, as well as legislative and executive powers. This course involves a good deal of heavy reading, so be forewarned.
Class attendance and participation

I expect you to come to class regularly and to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  There will be plenty of opportunities for class discussion.  We can argue and discuss the cases and their principles, but I trust we will all remain civil and respectful, even toward those whose opinions we do not share.
It is your responsibility to check the course Web site at Sakai on a regular basis.  I often post important announcements about the class on the page, and I will email you about any unexpected class cancellations due to weather, using the email address that is linked to the Web site.  

Exams

We will have a midterm and a final exam.  The dates are noted on the class schedule.  Makeup exams will be given only to students whose absence is documented with a medical doctor’s note, or arranged in advance with me.
Writing assignment

You will write three analytical papers during the semester, choosing from four options, which are noted on the course semester.  If you choose to do all four options, I will count the three with the highest grades.  Please note that these papers will NOT be traditional course briefs. 
Papers are due before class.  Late papers will not be accepted!

Papers must be submitted through the “Assignments” section on the Sakai site, and MUST be saved as a Word file
I will post specific guidelines for each assignment on the Resources page on Sakai.
Academic honesty
Keep in mind that your papers must be written in your own words.  It is an act of plagiarism to represent someone else’s work as your own, which is a violation of University policy on academic integrity. Copying or downloading words from a book, article, website, or another student’s paper is not acceptable and is considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism, cheating during exams, and all other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be reported to the appropriate university authorities.  Each time you submit an assignment, you will be asked to pledge that you have neither given nor received aid on the assignment.  If you plagiarize someone else’s work, you will receive a zero for that assignment. For helpful information on how to avoid plagiarism and how the disciplinary process works, go to academicintegrity.rutgers.edu.  
Disability accommodation
I take seriously the need to provide an environment where all students can participate equally and to accommodate students with disabilities.  If you need any reasonable accommodations, please let me know.
Grades
Your final course grade will be calculated on the basis of the following formula:

Midterm
           35%

Final exam
           35%

Paper                         30%

Required readings

The following book is required:


American Constitutionalism, Volume 1, by Howard Gillman, Mark Graber and Keith Whittington.  (2013)

Additional required readings can be found on the Resource page on Sakai.
I reserve the right to post additional required readings during the semester.  These will be noted in course announcements that will be sent to the email address associated with the Sakai page.

Course outline
Jan. 20
Introduction
Jan. 22
American Constitutionalism



Chapter 1

Jan. 27
Colonial era


Chapter 2

            
Drafting the Constitution

Jan. 29
Chapter 3

Feb. 3

    “       “



Early national era
Feb. 5

Chapter 4

Feb. 10
    “       “



***Analytical paper #1*** Due by 7:15 pm on Feb.12

Feb. 12
 Chapter 4


Jacksonian era
Feb. 17
Chapter 5

Feb. 19
      “      “



Secession, Civil  War and  Reconstruction

Feb. 24
Chapter 6

Feb. 26
      “       “

March 3
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (on Sakai); Ex Parte Milligan (on Sakai)


***Analytical paper #2*** Due by 7:15 pm on March 3
March 5
Catchup and review

March 10
***Midterm exam ***

                        Republican era

March 12
Chapter 7

March 24
     “     “

March 26
Lochner v. NY  ( on Sakai), Muller v. Oregon (on Sakai)


New Deal and Great Society

March 31
Chapter 8

April 2

     “     “

April 7

West Coast Hotel v. Parrish (on Sakai)


***Analytical paper #3*** Due by 7:15 pm on April 7
   

Liberalism divided
April 9

Chapter 9



New York Times v. US (on Sakai) 


The Regan era

April 14
Chapter 10



Clinton and Bush years
April 16
Chapter 11

April 21
     “     “

April 23
Boumediene v, Bush


*** Analytical paper #4*** Due by 7:15 pm on April 23 


Obama era
April 28           Citizens United v. FEC


McCutcheon v. FEC



NFIB v. Sibelius



Burwell v. Hobby Lobby



King v. Burwell
April 30
Catchup and review

May 7

***Final exam ***



8-11 p.m.



.

